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See How Your Town Stacks Up
Schools Crime, Cost of Living, Culture, Jobs




Even as your eye movas ooross o
sinte o5 small oz Capnecticut, with ol
Its 169 fowns, there are many, many
differences, both obvious and subtle,
(Io-be seen, We all know abaut the
- obvicus differences —one fown is
on the water, anoiher nestes in the
ills; sic. But seeing the subtis differ
‘ences can be trickier, For instance,
there ore cifies and towns whers
the schools are especially good, or
‘where crime is virtuglly nonexistant,
where the cost of living is reasonable
“and jobs ore relatively plentiful.

But where are these: places, and
| hiw do they compare with one

Firsh, we sorted the cifies and fowns
inte four population groups: 50,000
and above, 25,000 ko 50.000,
15,0040 to 25,000 and 10,0000
15,000 (Ihe towns with populations
bekow 10,000 will hove their cwn:
ronking next March), Then we collect
ed all the dele we could find in tha
oreds that are most imparant fo mas)
people: public schools, crime, cost of
living, local econamy and leisure and
cullural outlets. Finally, we crunched
ali the numbers, and prasent on the
poges that fallew the ronkings for
lowns in each group.

Whether you're thinking of reloeat
ing ta Conneclicut, moving fo-a naw
bown ar just curious o see how your
town rotes amang ils neighbors, hese
rankings-can be o useful starting
point. Many people do use them in
miaking Iheir decisions. As always,
we undarstand that there are many
reasons for Joving a ploce—ar not
laving it=that con go for beyand the
rasulls yau see here,
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CRIME; This cakegary ls
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lozel newspopers,
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in he 2008 elacfion
and good lacal
rastaurants,
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Where is the good life in Connecticut?
It's just about everywhere if you go by
the results seen in this population aroup,
where towns from six different countics
(Ol Saybrook/Middlesex, Westan/Fairfield,
Granby/Hartford, Tolland/Talland, Orange/
Mew Haven, Ledyard/New London) finished
in the top eight spots.

O Saybrook holds on to ils Ne, | posi-
tion by virtue of its good schools, low crime
rate, sturdy local economy and leisure activi-

!

HOW TO READ THE CHART The chart betow shows the 23 Connecticut

The bast possible rating in any category is 1and the worst is 23, Remember: Low a0
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EDUCATION

TING THE TOWNS
000 - 15,000

ties that are unusually numerous for a tawn
of its size (to which they've just added 1 new
performing arts center),

Second-place finisher Weston would be
very hard to beat were it not for that median
house price of $830,000—even though that
figure represents a drop of $135,000 from the
last time we conducted this survey.

Speaking of which, it is almost shocking
Lo sew how far house prices have fallen since
2006 in some of these towns, Old Saybrook's

CRIME ECONOMY
& 5 2

towms with populations between 10,000 and 15,000,
ores are good,

median dropped from $390,000 to S289,000,
Mew Fairfield went from $395000 to
5307,000 and Ledyard sank to 225,000 from
$266,000, to name a few examples.

Elsewhere, Colchester improved in every.
category, but especially Crime, o move up
from No. 18 ta No, 12; conversely, Ellington
had warse numbers aceoss the board as it |
dropped from No. 5 last time to No. 14: ]
neighboring Tolland, meanwhile, made a|
nice move from No. 8 up to No. 4.
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Stone walls ore o Wesfon signature,

The sea beckons often in Old Saybrock.

HOW TO READ THE CHART
The chart on the opposite page

shiows the 23 Connecticut towns with
pooulations between 100000 and 15,000,
The best possible rating in any category
iz 1 and the worst iz 23, Remember; Low
sCores are good.
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