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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, community-based political organization that encourages the 
informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences public policy through education 
and advocacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women. 
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LWVCT Fall Conference: 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

 

Room 310, Capitol Building, Hartford 
parking available on site 

 

Saturday, November 20, 2004 • 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
 

PANEL, FOLLOWED BY Q & A (9:30—11.45) 
Chester L. Arnold, UCONN Center for Land use Education and Research;  
Curt Johnson, Staff Attorney, CT Fund for the Environment;  
John DeStefano, Mayor, New Haven, and chair, Blue Ribbon Commission on Property Tax 
 Burden and Smart Growth;  
Lewis J. Wallace, co-chair, Planning and Development Committee, CT General Assembly  
CBIA speaker to be announced  
 

LUNCHEON (12:00 noon – 1:30 pm) 
 

Speaker: David LeVasseur, Intergovernmental Policy Division, OPM  
 

Cost (includes light continental breakfast and lunch): $20.00 
Please make check payable to LWVCTEF, and mail it, by November 15, 

to LWVCTEF, 1890 Dixwell Ave., #113, Hamden, CT 06514-3183 
wwwlwvct.org for more information 

http://www.lwvwestportct.org


From the Presidents… 
 Now that the election is over, it's high time to move on...but let's 
just reflect a bit before we do. Although we'd love to forget about red 
states, blue states, swing states and battleground states for four 
more years, we're not sure that we should. After all, we can lay the 
blame for this type of hype on that anachronism, the Electoral Col-
lege. The League has opposed the Electoral College for years, and 
three years ago our own League participated in a national concur-
rence that strengthened this position. Isn't it time to work actively 
and persistently in support of our position so that every vote counts? 
If we don't, when we see those annoying maps on our TV screens 
four years from now, we'll have only ourselves to blame.  
 More election reflections... first, the production of the Voter's 
Guide. Cathy Walsh and JoAnn Davidson, with the support of Town 
Clerk Patty Strauss and Minuteman production manager 
Lynn Masse, pitched in with untold energy to get the job done. 
Lynn Crager and Sally Galan organized truly substantive, well-
attended back-to-back candidates' forums for state senate and as-
sembly. Recruiting past and current LWVCT presidents Kiki Karpen 
and Enid Oresman to moderate and JoAnn Davidson to train timers 
and screeners guaranteed success. Finally, our Civics Programs cad-
res at Staples and the middle schools taught our up-and-coming vot-
ers—and probably many parents as well—about the importance of 
voting and how it all works. Thanks to Karen Curtis, Barbara LaJoie 
and Lisa Shufro for making this happen in time for the election. And 
thanks to all of you who did so much to make us so productive and 
so visible: all this with our brand new banner spanning Main Street! 
 Recently someone asked us: "Now that the election is over, what 
is the League of Women Voters going to do?" — as if we're rare bo-
tanical specimens that only bloom during campaign season. Well, for 
starters, our Action Committee continues to work on the sewage 
treatment plant and ethics commission issues. The Observer Corps 
is ongoing and can always use new members to keep us aware of 
where the issues lie and how they are handled. The Legislative 
Breakfast, State and Local Program Planning, and the Education 
Study consensus lie ahead.  We also have our Holiday Fundraiser 
Luncheon, the Winter Warm-up, a Wine Tasting (!) and the Tag Sale 
to look forward to. And, then, there's that Electoral College thing.... 
 Happy Thanksgiving to all of you! We are so thankful for all that 
you do. Ellen and Hope 

PRESIDENTS 
Hope Hageman, 227 5335 
Ellen McBride, 292-3399 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Katy Goldschmidt, 227 0003 
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Susan Voris, 226 3076 
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Helene Crawford, 227 2572 
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Member Services 
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Jane Fraser, 226 0686 

Program/Advocacy 

Marge Dunham, 227 5880 
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DIRECTORS 
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Member Handbook, Bonnie Sammet  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

LWV WEBSITES  
 

www.lwvwestportct.org  
www.lwvct.org (Connecticut) 

www.lwv.org (US)  
for “members only” section, user 
name: lwv, password: carriecatt 

COMPUTER RECYLING 
 

The Bridgeport 
Area Youth Minis-
try (BAYM) ac-
cepts donations 
of used computers (PCs mini-
mum Pentium level) and periph-
erals: monitors, keyboards, 
mice, power cords, printers and 
scanners. Printers and scan-
ners should be in working or-
der, but they can fix the com-
puters. BAYM sponsors a Youth 
Training Program in its Indus-
trial Youth Center. Call 203 336 
9333 for more information and 
visit their website at 
www.baym.org to learn more 
about the organization. 

Community 
Services 
wishes to 
thank the 
following 
members for letting us 
twist their arms to join  the High 
and Middle Schools Civics 
presentations: Joanne Kahn, 
Helen Martin Block, Jackie 
Gordon, Lisa Shufro, Wendy 
Batteau, JoAnn Davidson, 
Richard Auber, Ann Hill, Wendy 
Schnitzer, Gail Deaver, Ellen 

McBride, Tish 
Fried, Dick 

Leonard, 
Gloria Hunter, 

Maggie Feczko, 
Tom Green, Debbie Rath, 

Susan Ritter, Pippa Bell Ader, 
Lisa Wexler, Mary Webber, 
Harriet Berson. We especially 
appreciate the new members who 
jumped right in and reportedly 
had a great time! Karen Curtis, 
Community Services Vice 
President and Barbara LaJoie. 

http://www.lwvwestportct.org
http://www.lwvct.org
http://www.lwv.org
http://www.baym.org


NEW SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT 
 

All LWV members are urged to attend the Selectmen's Meeting on 
November 17 @ 7 p.m. in Room 309. The Selectmen 
will address the cost sharing percentages for the new 
sewage treatment plant. The League supports the 
Town paying 100% of the cost. Other proposals in-
clude a 50-50 split and a 25-75% split, with the Town 
picking up 25% and direct users the remaining 75%. 

Numbers count. Plan to attend and support the Action 
Committee and the LWV statement. 

 

Marge Dunham, Program/Advocacy Vice President 
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HOLIDAY LUNCH FUNDRAISER — A NEW TWIST THIS 
YEAR… New member Jackie Gordon joined the Member Ser-
vices Committee and jumped right in with good questions, com-
ments and suggestions. Thanks to her, we’ll be asking you to 
bring non perishable food to the Holiday Lunch to be distrib-
uted to the Shelter or Food Pantry. Watch the next Voter for a 
list of suggested donations. 
BOOK GROUP REDUX? Rumbles of interest in reviving the 
book group have been heard recently. Suggested title is The 
Kite Runner —“An epic tale of fathers and sons, of friendship 
and betrayal, that takes us from Afghanistan in the final days 
of the monarchy to the atrocities of the present.”  Interested? 
Contact Helene Crawford at 2272572 or  
helenekc@optonline.net. 
ETHICS COMMISSION STUDY GROUP — Pat Porio is look-
ing for volunteers to research the idea of establishing an Ethics 
Commission in Westport. Call her at 226 4194 to join in. 
NEW BRITAIN AREA LWV HOLDS DEBATE ON SAME SEX 
MARRIAGE — What Makes a Marriage? Monday, November 
29, 7pm. Call 860-224-1868 for driving directions and more 
information. 

WELCOME OUR 
NEWEST MEMBERS 

 
 

Kim and Mark Mathias 
11 Juniper Road 

226 5856 
kim@mathias.org 

 

Stephanie Roth 
Two Pier Way Landing 

BULLETIN BOARD 

¶¶¶ 

GET INVOLVED  
AT THE STATE LEVEL! 

 

Join the LWVCT Public Issues 
Team. The State League is seek-
ing to train specialists to cover 
the areas of campaign finance 
reform, the environment, chil-
dren’s issues, and health care. 
No experience is necessary, and 
a training session is being held 
November 17 at 6PM in the 
LWVCT office in Hamden. The 
LWVCT Public Issues Team is 
composed of specialists from all 
over the state who follow legisla-
tion in their particular area of 
expertise, as well as a legislative 
director and the LWVCT vice-
president for Public Issues. They 
are supported by a paid legisla-
tive monitor and her staff, and 
have access to a protected web-
site that gives immediate access 
to bills, amendments and more. 
There are currently no Westport 
LWV members on the Public Is-
sues Team. To find out more, 
visit www.lwvct.org/action.htm, 
and to get involved, call Jara 
Burnett at 203 637-9244 or 
email her at cdb299@aol.com. 
 

Eileen Flug, Program/Advocacy 
Vice President 

CMS MOCK ELECTION 
 

Coleytown Middle School students voted by computer 
for President on Friday, October 29. Voters had their 
names verified by League volunteers. If they had not 
previously registered (by computer) they could not 
vote. LWV monitored the proceedings, making it “official.” The 
following members volunteered: Renie Corcoran, Bimi Narang, Jane 
Fraser, Pat Coplen, Judy Hardy, Lynn Crager, Marilyn Smith, 
Nancy Hallas, Nancy Kienzle. 
(Results: Bush: 190,  Kerry: 328) 
 

JoAnn Davidson 

mailto:helenekc@optonline.net
mailto:kim@mathias.org
http://www.lwvct.org/action.htm,
mailto:cdb299@aol.com


NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT 110 
WESTPORT, CT 06881 

Westport Voter 
P.O. Box 285 
Westport, CT 06881-0285 

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 

 

Individual Dues: $50   Household (limited to 2): $75 

Membership year: July 1 through June 30 

Send check made payable to: 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT 
P.O. Box 285 
Westport, CT 06881- 0285 
 

Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax 
deductible; LWV dues are not. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF WESTPORT 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

NOV 10 POST ELECTION COFFEE, 9:30 am,  
Nina Bentley’s, 88 Hillandale Road 

 18 OBSERVER CORPS, 9 am, Seminar Room 
Westport Public Library 

 20 LWVCT FALL CONFERENCE, 9-1:30 
Room 310, Capitol Building, Hartford 

 22 ED STUDY GROUP, 11:45 am, Jill 
Greenberg’s, 7 Strathmore Lane 

 22 ACTION COMMITTEE, 9:30 am, Pat Porio’s, 
16 Salem Lane 

DEC 1  BOARD MEETING, 8:45 am, Ellen McBride’s,  
645 Springer Street, Fairfield 

 15 HOLIDAY LUNCH Fundraiser, 11:30,  
Pat Porio’s, 16 Salem Lane 

 16 OBSERVER CORPS, see November 18 

 29 WHAT MAKES A MARRIAGE? New Britain 
Area LWV-sponsored debate. See Bulletin 
Board page 3. 


